Neither Peasants Nor Frenchmen: Racialization, Immigration, and Industrialization in the Franco-American Community of Manchester, New Hampshire, 1880-1930 by Finefrock, Kevin
Connecticut College
Digital Commons @ Connecticut College
History Honors Papers History Department
5-1-2007
Neither Peasants Nor Frenchmen: Racialization,
Immigration, and Industrialization in the Franco-




Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.conncoll.edu/histhp
This Honors Paper is brought to you for free and open access by the History Department at Digital Commons @ Connecticut College. It has been
accepted for inclusion in History Honors Papers by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Connecticut College. For more information,
please contact bpancier@conncoll.edu.
The views expressed in this paper are solely those of the author.
Recommended Citation
Finefrock, Kevin, "Neither Peasants Nor Frenchmen: Racialization, Immigration, and Industrialization in the Franco-American







































































































































































                                                 
1 New York City has held its famous parade since 1850, but Saint Patrick’s Day parades were first 
witnessed in that city as far back as 1762. Since 1962, the population of Chicago has dyed the Chicago 
River green on Saint Patrick’s Day.  
(http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/03/0315_050315_stpatricksday.html) 
2 This final question was asked by Leo J. Cotnoir of Manchester in a New Hampshire Union Leader 




























                                                 
3 For historical population information, see Piotrowski, Thaddeus M., “The Franco-American Heritage in 
Manchester, New Hampshire” from Albert, Renaud S., compiler, A Franco-American Overview, Volume I: 
New England, (Cambridge MA: National Assessment and Dissemination Center for Bilingual/Bicultural 
Education, 1981), pp. 219-233. 

























                                                 
4 Quoting Richard Thompson.  Lindenfeld, Jacqueline, The French in the United States: An Ethnographic 
Study, (Westport CT: Bergin & Garvey, 2000), p. 14.  
5 Rothchild, Donald, Managing Ethnic Conflict in Africa: Pressures and Incentives for Cooperation, 
(Washington D.C.: Brookings Institute, 1997), p. 4. 
6 For the origin of this concept, see Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin 
and Spread of Nationalism, (New York, NY: Verso, 1983).  For an application of this idea with regard to 
France, see Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and Reformation France, 



















                                                 
7 See Van Evera, Stephen, “Hypotheses on Nationalism and War” in Brown, Michael E., Owen R. Coté Jr., 
Sean M. Lynn-Jones, and Steven E. Miller, eds., Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict: An International 
Security Reader, (Cambridge MA: The MIT Press, 2001), pp. 26-60, for an interesting discussion of the 
various factors that affect the saliency and tendencies of different ethnic identities. 
8 Suny, Ronald Grigor, "Constructing Primordialism in Armenia and Kazakhstan: Old Histories for New 
Nations," in Max Paul Friedman and Padraic Kenney, Partisan Histories: The Past in Contemporary 












































                                                 
10 For more on the “Melting Pot” theory of immigration, see Handlin, Oscar, The Uprooted: The Epic Story 
of the Great Migrations That Made the American People, (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2002). 
11 Gjerde, Jon, From Peasants to Farmers: The Migration from Balestrand, Norway, to the Upper Middle 








































































                                                 
12 A good discussion of the differences between Franco-Americans of French-Canadian ancestry and the 
French-Americans who have migrated from France to the United States in recent decades can be found in 










































                                                 
13 Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and Reformation France, 1500-1648, 
(New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2002), p. 6-7. 
14 Ibid., p. 8-9. 
15 Ibid., p. 16 and Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, (New York, NY: David 
McKay Company Inc., 1969), p. 90. 
4 In 1539, a Royal Ordinance was passed requiring all legal business to be conducted in French rather than 
in Latin.  This was part of the monarchy’s attempt to wrest power from the Catholic Church within its 
territory (Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and Reformation France, 1500-
1648, p. 13, 53, 61). 
King Louis XIV of France (1638-1715) 


















                                                 
17 Ibid., p. 23, 230. 
18 Ibid., p. 185. 
19 Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, p. 110. 
20 Ladurie, Emmanuel Le Roy, Mark Greengrass, trans., The Ancien Régime: A History of France 1610-
1774, (Cambridge MA: Blackwell Publishers, 1996), p.3. 
21 Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, Chapter 5, and Ladurie, Emmanuel Le 
























                                                 
22 See Weber, Eugen, Peasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France 1870-1914, (Stanford 
CA: Stanford University Press, 1976) for an argument about the continued prominence of regional 
identities at the time. 
23 Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, p. xxiii. 
24 From French historian Pierre Goubert (Goubert, Pierre, Steve Cox, trans., The Ancien Régime: French 
















                                                 
25 Goubert states that 85% of the population was rural, while Holt argues that 90% lived in villages.  80% 
could be included in the peasantry.  (Ibid., p. 42-44, 53, 58-61).  Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History 
of France: Renaissance and Reformation France, 1500-1648, p. 27, 37. 
26 Choquette argues that most Frenchmen lived within a 20 km radius their entire lives (Choquette, Leslie, 
Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French Canada, (Cambridge MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1997), p.182); Goubert, Pierre, Steve Cox, trans., The Ancien Régime: French 
Society 1600-1750, p. 262-272; and Maland, David, Culture and Society in Seventeenth-Century France, 


















                                                 
27 Goubert, Pierre, Steve Cox, trans., The Ancien Régime: French Society 1600-1750, p. 53-54, 64; Lough, 
John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, p. xix; and Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History 
of France: Renaissance and Reformation France, 1500-1648, p. 62, 71. 
28 Goubert, Pierre, Steve Cox, trans., The Ancien Régime: French Society 1600-1750, p. 5, 82-84, 109-113, 
126, 128, 160, 179 and Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, p. xix, xxi and 
Chapters 1 and 3.  Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and Reformation 





















                                                 
29 Goubert, Pierre, Steve Cox, trans., The Ancien Régime: French Society 1600-1750, p. 78-79. 
“The noble is the spider and the peasant is the fly” 


















                                                 
30 “Le paysan est la bête de somme de cette société.” From Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth 
Century France, p. 26. 
31 Ibid., Chapter 4 and Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and Reformation 























                                                 
32 Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, Chapter 4 and Goubert, Pierre, Steve Cox, 
trans., The Ancien Régime: French Society 1600-1750, p.  89-90, 122.  For a discussion of the Church on 
the local level in France, see Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and 
Reformation France, 1500-1648, Chapters 2 and 5. 





















                                                 
34 Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and Reformation France, 1500-1648, 
Chapter 4 on Family and Women and Goubert, Pierre, Steve Cox, trans., The Ancien Régime: French 


















                                                 
35 Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, p. 98. 
36 Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French 
Canada, Chapters 7, 8, and 9 for traditions of migration and seamanship, especially in Northwestern France 
(p. 200).  Also see Holt, Mack P., ed., Short Oxford History of France: Renaissance and Reformation 
France, 1500-1648, p. 36 and Chapter 3 and Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, 
Chapter 2.   
37 Lough, John, An Introduction to Seventeenth Century France, p. xx and 107 and Chapter 2 and Goubert, 






































                                                 
38 For more on the Founding of French-Canada, consult See, Scott W., The History of Canada, (Westport 
CT: Greenwood Press, 2001), p. 31-34 and Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and 
Future, (New York NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1985), Chapter 2. 
39 See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p.  34-37 and Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, 
Present and Future, Chapter 2.  For a discussion of the impact of the Native population on European 
settlement along the Saint-Lawrence including cultural exchange, mixed food ways and mixed-race 
individuals, see Greer, Allan, The People of New France, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1997), p. 
6, 108.  




















                                                 
41 Ibid., p. 13-14. 
42 Fitzmaurice argues there were 2,000 inhabitants in 1665, while See estimates 3,000 in 1663 
(Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p.2 and See, Scott W., The History of 
Canada, p. 38-41). Choquette states that 30,000 individuals arrived throughout the entire period.   
(Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French Canada, 
p. 2).  Greer’s projections are slightly lower at about 27,000 (Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p. 
12). Reid states that there are about 4,600 Natives and about 2,000 colonists in Acadia in 1710 (Reid, John 
G., Maurice Basque, Elizabeth Mancke, Barry Moody, Geoffrey Plank, and William Wicken, The 
‘Conquest’ of Acadia, 1710: Imperial, Colonial, and Aboriginal Constructions, (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2004)).  For a discussion of the Filles du roi see Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p. 
16. 
43 Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French 
Canada, Chapter 10. 


















                                                 
45 See argues that these migrants are from the “lower orders” (See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p.  
42). 
46 Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French 
Canada, Chapters 1 and 4. 
47 Ibid., Chapter 2. 



















                                                 
49 Nearly 51.4% of the population studied by Choquette were in their mid-twenties (Ibid., Chapter 6); 
Consult See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 43 for a discussion of the immigrants’ health. 
50 Bell, David A., The Cult of the Nation in France, Inventing Nationalism, 1680-1800, (Cambridge MA: 
Harvard University Press, 2001), p. 178-179. 
51 Rioux, Marcel, Les Québecois, (Paris: Seuil, 1974), p. 25. 
52 Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 3. 
















                                                 
54 Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 6 
55 Greer argues that the ability to own land made the inhabitants of New France freer than those of France 
(Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p. 39-40).  Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, 
Present and Future,  p. 2; See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 43; and Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen 
into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French Canada, p. 284. 
56 Costain describes the seigneurs of Québec as “miserably poor” (Costain, Thomas B., The White and the 
Gold: The French Regime in Canada, (Garden City, NY: Doubleday and Company Inc., 1954), p. 375-
377).  Reid discusses their connections to Old France in detail. (Reid, John G., Maurice Basque, Elizabeth 
Mancke, Barry Moody, Geoffrey Plank, and William Wicken, The ‘Conquest’ of Acadia, 1710: Imperial, 
Colonial, and Aboriginal Constructions, p. 45). 
57 Rioux, Marcel, Les Québecois, p. 40. 
58 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island.  Unpublished Dissertation for Ph.D., Graduate School 
of State University of New York at Buffalo, September 1975, p.12; Rioux, Marcel, Les Québecois, p. 38; 
Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 4; and Greer, Allan, The People of 
New France, p. 35. 


















                                                 
60 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 12-13; Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: 
Past, Present and Future, p.  7; and  Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition 
in the Peopling of French Canada, p. 281. 
61 Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French 
Canada, Chapter 5.   
62 Greer argues that 80% of the population of New France was involved in agriculture (Greer, Allan, The 
People of New France, p. 26); Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the 



















                                                 
63 Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French 
Canada, p. 144. 
64 Ibid., p. 286. 
65 Ibid., p. 146 and Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p. 3 for a description of the 
artisinal/trade/market life in New France. 
66 Reid et al argue that the early ventures of the migrants to New France were largely commercial (Reid, 
John G., Maurice Basque, Elizabeth Mancke, Barry Moody, Geoffrey Plank, and William Wicken, The 



















                                                 
67 Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French 
Canada, p. 283. 
68 Ibid., p. 284. 
69 Most of the original immigrants to New France were poor men (Greer, Allan, The People of New 
France, p. 15-16).   
70 Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p. 61 for the philosophy of French patriarchy. 
71 Ibid., p.22 and Chapter 4 for a discussion of gender in New France. 
Early-twentieth century depiction of the Filles du Roi 
By Eleanor Fortescue Brickdale (1871-1945) 


















                                                 
72 Ibid., p. 26. 
73 Ibid., p. 69. 
74 “Ces Amazones du grand Dieu” (Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition 


















                                                 
75 Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p. 63. 
76 See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 47.  Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p. 87-88 
provides a good discussion of slavery in the colony.  Some whites in the population were treated in a 
similar manner as the black population who served as domestics.  New France had a more fluid definition 
of freedom than the free=white/unfree=black conception of the British colonies.   
77 Ladurie, Emmanuel Le Roy, Mark Greengrass, trans., The Ancien Régime: A History of France 1610-
1774, p.145. 
78 Bell, David A., The Cult of the Nation in France, Inventing Nationalism, 1680-1800, p. 96. 




















                                                 
80 Ibid., p. 46. 
81 Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p.  83 has a great discussion on French views of race in this 
period. 
82 See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 49.  Fitzmaurice argues that New France has 60,000 
inhabitants, while the English colonies have 1,250,000 (Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, 
Present and Future). 
A View of the Taking of Quebeck by the English 
Forces Commanded by Gen. Wolfe, Sep 13, 1759 














                                                 
83 For information on the Acadian Expulsion- See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 53 and 
Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 4.  Also, Reid, John G., Maurice 
Basque, Elizabeth Mancke, Barry Moody, Geoffrey Plank, and William Wicken, The ‘Conquest’ of Acadia, 
1710: Imperial, Colonial, and Aboriginal Constructions. 
84 Sorrell argues that “Conquest may constitute as powerful a force in a people’s experience as revolution.” 
(Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 12-13). Also see Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and 
Canada: Past, Present and Future, p.14.  Similarly, Reid states that “The Acadians realized that they were 
powerless to control their future, which was unfolding elsewhere.  Frequent raids confirmed and reinforced 
the attitude of accommodation which they developed and applied with regard to both the French and the 
English.” (Reid, John G., Maurice Basque, Elizabeth Mancke, Barry Moody, Geoffrey Plank, and William 
Wicken, The ‘Conquest’ of Acadia, 1710: Imperial, Colonial, and Aboriginal Constructions, p.48).  Greer, 
however, argues that the effects of the Conquest were minimal except for the direct effects of warfare and 
destruction (Greer, Allan, The People of New France, p.  116-117).   I would argue that the Conquest did 
affect the French-Canadians psychologically.  This concept is not just the result of national myths from 
1860s Québec.   
85 See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 54. 
86 Ibid., p. 59 and Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 11. 


















                                                 
88 Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 13; See, Scott W., The History of 
Canada, p. 59; and Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: 
the Franco-American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 12-13; Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and 
Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 14. 
89 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 12-13; Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: 
Past, Present and Future, p.12, 16.   
90 Rioux, Marcel, Les Québecois, p. 41. 
91 Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 13, 17; See, Scott W., The History 
of Canada, p. 63; and Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant 












































                                                 
92 Wright, Carroll D., “Uniform Hours of Labor,” Twelfth Annual Report of the Bureau of Statistics of 
Labor in Massachusetts, 1881, p. 469-471 (From Circulair Sur Les Heures Uniformes De Travail Et Les 























                                                 
93 Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, (New York NY: St. Martin’s Press, 
1985), p. 12. 
94 Ibid., p. 15 and Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling 
of French Canada, (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1997), p. 293. 
95 Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 16. 
96 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island.  Unpublished Dissertation for Ph.D., Graduate School 


















                                                 
97 Ibid., p. 18-19 and See, Scott W., The History of Canada, (Westport CT: Greenwood Press, 2001), p. 
67-68. 
98 Guindon, Hubert, Quebec Society: Tradition, Modernity, and Nationhood, (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1988), p. 97.   See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 68 mentions attempts by French-
Canadians and Americans to set up independent republic together.  Also, Lucas II: 20 
99 Lucas, Sir C.P., ed., Durham, John George, Lord Durham’s Report on the Affairs of British North 
America, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1912), Volume I, p. 10. 


















                                                 
101 Ibid., Volume II, p. 30. 
102 Ibid., Volume II, p. 46.  Also, Ajzenstat, Janet, The Political Thought of Lord Durham, (Kingston: 
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1988), p. 89 points out on that Durham believes that these virtues are 
less important than freedom. 
103 Lucas, Sir C.P., ed., Durham, John George, Lord Durham’s Report on the Affairs of British North 
America , Volume II, p. 29. 
104 Ibid., Volume II, p. 30. 
105 Ibid., Volume II, p. 30. 
106 Ibid., Volume II, p. 31. 

















                                                 
108 Ibid Volume II, p.16.  Martin argues that Durham’s reports of racial warfare were seen as an 
exaggeration by many of those who were in power in Britain.  Martin also claims that many British 
ministers attempted to distance their subsequent policies from the Report.  In fact, many saw Durham’s 
expedition as a ridiculous venture because its findings outlined what everyone familiar with the colonies 
already knew.  (Martin, Ged, The Durham Report and British Policy: A Critical Essay, (Cambridge MA: 
Cambridge University Press, 1972), p. 11, 49, 77.) 
John Lambton,  
1st Earl of Durham, a.k.a. 
Lord Durham (1792-1840), 
From the Library and 










“The persons of most education in every village belong to the same families, and the same original 
station in life, as the illiterate [habitants] whom I have described.  They are connected with them 
by all the associations of early youth, and the ties of blood.  The most perfect equality always 
marks their intercourse, and the superior in education is separated by no barrier of manners, or 
pride, or distinct interests, from the singularly ignorant peasantry by which he is surrounded.  He 
combines, therefore, the influences of superior knowledge and social equality, and wields a power 
over the mass, which I do not believe that the educated class of any other portion of the world 
possess.  To this singular state of things I attribute the extraordinary influence of the Canadian 
demagogues.  The most uninstructed population any where trusted with political power, is thus 
placed in the hands of a small body of instructed persons, in whom it reposes the confidence 
which nothing but such domestic connexion, and such community of interest could generate.  
Over the class of persons by whom the peasantry are thus led, the Government has not acquired, or 
ever laboured to acquire, influence; its members have been thrown into opposition by the system 
of exclusion, long prevalent in the colony; and it is by their agency that the leaders of the 
Assembly have been enabled hitherto to move as one mass, in whatever direction they thought 
proper, the simple and ductile population of the country.  The entire neglect of education by the 
Government has thus, more than any other cause, contributed to render this people ungovernable, 
and to invest the agitator with the power, which he wields against the laws and the public 
tranquility.”112 
 
                                                 
109 Lucas, Sir C.P., ed., Durham, John George, Lord Durham’s Report on the Affairs of British North 
America , Volume II, p. 22. 
110 Ibid., Volume II, p. 20, 130. 
111 Ibid., Volume II, P. 46. 
112 Ibid., Volume II, p. 33-34.  Ajzenstat points out that Durham saw the French-Canadian elites as 
organizing a national movement for purely personal political gain and notes his hostility to them because 
they enforced conservative laws even while calling for liberal governmental reforms due to their majority 
status.  Scholars who focus on nationalism continue to debate the role of elites in nationalism and ethnic 
conflict and Ajzenstat discusses some of the current views on this issue within the field as well (Ajzenstat, 


















                                                 
113 Lucas, Sir C.P., ed., Durham, John George, Lord Durham’s Report on the Affairs of British North 
America, Volume II, p. 27. 
114 Ibid., Volume II, p. 40,41,43. 
115 Ibid., Volume II, p. 27. 
116 Ibid., Volume II, p. 113. 


















                                                 
118 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island., p. 19.   Ajzenstat argues that Durham believed that 
institutionalizing ethnicity promoted injustice and, therefore, nationality should be based on individual 
rather than ethnic identities (Ajzenstat, Janet, The Political Thought of Lord Durham, p. 98).  Martin claims 
that Durham’s recommendations made the French-speaking Canadians more defensive and assimilation, 
thus, became more difficult to achieve (Martin, Ged, The Durham Report and British Policy: A Critical 
Essay, p. 68-69).   
119 Lucas, Sir C.P., ed., Durham, John George, Lord Durham’s Report on the Affairs of British North 
America, Volume II, p. 64. 
120 Ibid., Volume II, p. 289. Ajzenstat argues that Durham took this position because he believed that 
modernization was what the French wanted and that their ethnic identity would disappear as they 
modernized.  This view indicates that the British saw ethnicity as antithetical to modernization. (Ajzenstat, 
Janet, The Political Thought of Lord Durham, p. 76). 
121 Lucas, Sir C.P., ed., Durham, John George, Lord Durham’s Report on the Affairs of British North 
America, Volume II, p. 289. 




















                                                 
123 Ibid., Volume II, p. 46. 





















                                                 
125 Ibid., Volume II, p. 70. 





















                                                 
127 Ibid., Volume II, p. 291-292. 
128 Ibid., Volume II, p. 290. 
“Queen Victoria (1819-1901) in her 
coronation robes” 

















                                                 
129 Quoting political theorist Hannah Arendt (Guindon, Hubert, Quebec Society: Tradition, Modernity, 
and Nationhood, p. 99.   
130 Ibid., p. 100. 
131 Papineau’s exact words in the French were: “son occupation militaire,” “oppresseurs étrangers,” “la 
tyrannie anglaise,“ and “dictateur” (Papineau, Louis-Joseph, Histoire de l’insurrection du Canada: en 
refutation du rapport de Lord Durham, premiere partie, (Montréal: Re-edition-Québec, 1968), p. 11). 
132 Great Britain still maintained its colonial system in many parts of the world in the 1830s.  Britain 
refused to let go of its territories in Ireland.  The Tithe War (1831-1836), in which Irish Catholics refused to 
pay Anglican tithes, had just ended at the time of the Rebellion of 1837.  A Rebellion (the Baptist War) 
also broke out in Jamaica in 1831.  This war is commonly credited with having sped up the British 


















                                                 
133 Papineau’s exact words in the French were: “parmi leur concitoyens, il n’y en a pas un sur mille qui 
leur reproche de l’avoir fait.  Seulement, il y’a dans l’ame de tous un chagrin profond que cette resistance 
ait ete malheureuse, mais en meme temps un grand espoir qu’elle sera reprise et prevaudra” (Ibid., p. 10).   
134 Papineau’s exact words in the French were: “vrai quand il accuse le pouvoir, faux quand il accuse le 
peuple” (Ibid., p. 14). 
135 Papineau’s exact words in the French were: “par l’intéret de l’humanité tout entiere” (Ibid., p. 14). 
136 Papineau’s exact words in the French were: “Voulant prouver que sa race favorite, la race saxonne, est 
seule digne du commandement, lord Durham l’a mensongerement peinte en beau, et il a assombri par les 
plus noire couleurs le faux portrait qu’il a tracé des Canadiens français” (Ibid., p. 13). 
137 Papineau’s exact words in the French were: “la confederation americaine serait dans l’avenir une et 



















                                                 
138 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 34. 
139 Brault, Gerard J., The French-Canadian Heritage in New England, (Hanover NH: University Press of 


















                                                 
140 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 19; Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, 
Present and Future, (New York NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1985), p. 16; and See, Scott W., The History of 
Canada, p. 68. 
141 Fitzmaurice, John, Québec and Canada: Past, Present and Future, p. 18. 
142 See, Scott W., The History of Canada, p. 83-84 and Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair 
(1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 
20-21. 
143 Guindon, Hubert, Quebec Society: Tradition, Modernity, and Nationhood, p. 103. 




















                                                 
145 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 28-29. 
146 “La langue gardienne de la foi” (Guindon, Hubert, Quebec Society: Tradition, Modernity, and 
Nationhood, p. 105).  
















                                                 
148 Sorrell, Richard Sherman, The Sentinelle Affair (1924-1929) and militant Survivance: the Franco-
American experience in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, p. 22. 
149 Podea, Iris Saunders, “Quebec to <<Little Canada>>: The Coming of the French-Canadians to New 
England in the Nineteenth Century” in Albert, Renaud S., compiler, A Franco-American Overview, 
Volumes I: New England, (Cambridge MA: National Assessment and Dissemination Center for 
Bilingual/Bicultural Education, 1981), p. 114.  
150 Brault, Gerard J., The French-Canadian Heritage in New England, p. 192. 
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the Canadian French are the Chinese of the Eastern States. They care nothing for our institutions, 
civil, political, or educational. They do not come to make a home among us, to dwell with us as 
citizens, and so become a part of us; but their purpose is merely to sojourn a few years as aliens, 
touching us only at a single point, that of work, and, when they have gathered out of us what will 
satisfy their ends, to get them away to whence they came, and bestow it there.  
They are a horde of industrial invaders, not a stream of stable settlers. Voting, with all 
that it implies, they care nothing about. Rarely does one of them become naturalized. They will 
not send their children to school if they can help it, but endeavor to crowd them into the mills at 
the earliest possible age. To do this they deceive about the age of their children with brazen 
effrontery. They deceive also about their schooling, declaring that they have been to school the 
legal time, when they know they have not, and do not intend that they shall. And when at length 
they are cornered by the school officers, and there is no other escape, often they scrabble together 
what few things they have, and move away to some other place where they are unknown, and 
where they hope by a repetition of the same deceits to escape the schools entirely, and keep the 
children at work right on in the mills. And when, as is indeed sometimes the case, any of them are 
so situated that they cannot escape at all, then the stolid indifference of the children wears out the 
teacher with what seems to be an idle task. These people have one good trait. They are 
indefatigable workers, and docile. All they ask is to be set to work, and they care little who rules 
them or how they are ruled. To earn all they can by no matter how many hours of toil, to live in 
the most beggarly way so that out of their earnings they may spend as little for living as possible, 
and to carry out of the country what they can thus save: this is the aim of the Canadian French in 
our factory districts. Incidentally they must have some amusements; and, so far as the males are 
concerned, drinking and smoking and lounging constitute the sum of these.160   
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5 March 1925 
The Situation in Manchester 
 
 The situation in the diocese of Manchester would not be tolerated by any 
ethnic group that did not possess the profound faith which is the characteristic 
attribute of our own. 
 Evidently, the luxury of having one of our own as the Bishop of an 
American diocese does not entail all of the advantages. 
 The Irish episcopate, which dominates the Catholic Church in the United 
States, finishes by destroying all obstacles arising from the patriotism of prelates, 
to make apostles of Anglicization… 
 In mixed dioceses, the Irish will always have the upper hand, and every 
prelate of French descent who will have direction there, will finish inevitably by 
giving in to the dissolving action, persevering and devious, of Irish priests of their 
diocese, endorsed by the Irish episcopate. 
 The diocese of Manchester is resounding evidence of what we 
advance… 
 ‘He (the Irishman) is the most American of Americans, the most frenzied of 
the Yankees, the most magnificent of eagles with spread wings…The Irishman 
who remained Catholic, who abdicated nothing and who has no shame of 
these two titles, appears to have learned nothing from the past, and he wants, in 
his turn, in the new homeland to impose a unity of language.  The oppression, in 
Ireland, caused the language of his brothers to disappear; contempt, in 
America, gave his religion incalculable losses, he dreams of a Catholic America 
under the hegemony of the English language; he longs for oppression.  The Irish 
clergy, in the United States is a more ferocious enemy of French, German, Polish, 
and Italian Catholics…’ 
 It is the unification of languages, and the obliteration of the sense of 
nationality for all non-Anglo-Saxon groups… 
 It is why we said at the beginning of this article, that it is necessary to have 
a profound faith like ours to tolerate the situation that is done to us in the diocese 
of Manchester… 
 We will demonstrate in subsequent articles, the false national teaching 
given in many schools of the diocese; the parishes with a great majority of 
Franco-Americans not given any instruction in French; Franco-American parishes 
directed by Irish priests; high schools, built with our money, in the hands of 
communities devoted to our national destruction: all these things in order to 
prove that a change must occur otherwise… 
        Blaise Juillet250 
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